
PIN OAK

SPORT 
Softball, Tennis and 

more

ART 
drawing

NEW STAFF 
Get to know them...

Issue 119 Term 1, Mar 5, 2021

OKLAHOMA!





3

Since last Friday when I wrote to 
parents, it has been hard to miss the 
ongoing discussions around teenage 

�L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�W�����W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J��
the news cycles. What has been equally as concerning is the 
parallel story line of this same theme which has been playing 
�R�X�W�� �L�Q�� �3�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J�� �E�R�W�K�� �V�W�D�ä�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V���� �7�K�H��
prevalence of this problem highlights the societal issues we 
face and the importance of addressing respectful relationships 
�D�W�� �D�O�O�� �D�J�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�U�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�� �F�R�Q�V�H�Q�W���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�� �V�L�Q�J�O�H��
discussion is not enough. Just this morning, I joined a webinar 
�Z�L�W�K�� �3�R�O�L�F�H���� �D�O�O�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �R�å�F�L�D�O�V�� �W�R��
�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �K�R�Z�� �Z�H�� �F�D�Q�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �I�R�U�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��
change. There is a strong commitment between all groups to 
come around the table to acknowledge the seriousness of the 
�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�Y�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���R�I���R�X�U���V�R�F�L�H�W�\����
The Association of Independent Schools of NSW have also set 
up a special unit to provide support to all schools so we can 
make a strategic evidence-based response. This conversation 
will be ongoing, and I am committed to partnering with parents 
to make our community a safe and equal place for everyone.

The google doc complied by Chanel Contos makes for harrowing 
and distressing reading and should shock and concern all of 
�X�V�� �D�V�� �D�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�\���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�� �V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �F�R�Q�¿�Q�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��
single sex schools in the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney, as others 
joined the petition it showed that this is 
a wider spread issue which straddles all 
school sectors: single sex, coeducational, 
independent, and public, city and regional, 
making it something that we need to both 
acknowledge and question to whether we 
are doing enough with and for our young 
people. As I have said previously, having 
moved from a single gender environment 
to a co-educational school and seeing 
much more natural interactions and 
healthier relationships between our boys 
and girls, it would be easy to think our 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �L�V�� �X�Q�D�ä�H�F�W�H�G���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
be naïve at best and ignorant at worst. 
From the events of the past fortnight, we 
all have a responsibility to do more!

At Oxley College we currently educate 
our young people about respectful 
relationships including consent in PDHPE from Year 7-10. 
Topics include #Respect- Healthy relationships in Year 7, Heads 
Up!- focus on mental health and Drug Use in Year 8, Teen 
Talk (relationships, social media etc) and Year 10 Safe Choices 
and Risky behaviours. Cornerstone also provides important 
opportunities for discussions around ethical and moral issues 
and these open discussions help our young people shape 
their character and moral compass. In 2021, we are initiating 
Friendology, a new programme in our Junior School based on 
healthy friendships from UR Strong to provide our students with 
the explicit skills and language to navigate their friendships 
and relationships in a respectful and positive manner.

As a school, we also bring in a range of leading speakers on 
many of these topics including Brent Sanders who speaks 
to older students and parents about issues of harassment, 
respect, and self-discipline. Next week, we have ySafe coming 
into talk to parents and students about Internet Safety and 
keeping our young people safe in an online environment. I 
encourage parents to read the Head of Senior School’s article 
in this week’s Pin Oak on ySafe. We are also investigating 
getting Maree Crabbe to come and speak to our parents and 
students about pornography and young people.

However, we cannot do this alone and we must work together 
with parents and families to educate our young people. Each 
�F�K�L�O�G���L�V���G�L�ä�H�U�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���D�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���W�K�H�\��
can then determine when and how soon these conversations 
should take place. 

Conversations between parents and their children are vital in 
helping young people to learn and grow but it can often be 
daunting as no one gave us a rule book on how to approach 
them. The advantage is that if it is just you and them, they 
have the opportunity to ask any questions and also to hold a 

minimum of 50% of the conversation. 

�:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�D�Q���E�H���G�L�å�F�X�O�W���W�R���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�H���D�Q�G���\�R�X��
may have found that as your young person hits their teens, 
it is almost like there is a language barrier between you - at 
the time when you most need to be having conversations. 
It is important that you don’t let your (or their) sudden lack 
�R�I�� �Y�H�U�Q�D�F�X�O�D�U�� �À�X�H�Q�F�\�� �W�K�Z�D�U�W�� �\�R�X�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�U�\�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�V�H��
important conversations. 

To help you here are some tips; Rather than diving directly 
into your stance or beliefs on a topic, start with your curiosity 
around it, and ask their opinion about some aspect of it. Ask 
open, non-judgemental questions and build up from there. 
Signal to them in advance that you would like to discuss 
something with them and give them a couple of time slots 
�W�R���F�K�R�R�V�H���I�U�R�P�����E�X�W���Z�L�W�K���D���¿�Q�L�W�H���W�L�P�H�����7�U�\���W�R���W�K�H�Q���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�V�H��
conversations when you are facing in the same direction: in the 
car, walking the dog, doing the washing up. This makes it less 
confronting for all of you. 

Making the conversation relevant and age appropriate is key to 
having a meaningful exchange. It may be that you are talking 
about respectful friendships and what it is acceptable to do and 
say with peers, as a starting point. Older children will need to 
be addressing peer pressure and expectations as a launching 
place. Discussions surrounding drugs and alcohol will need 

to be included, along with how these 
can change an individual’s behaviour 
and attitudes in certain settings. 
Pornography is also another topic which 
is so important to have conversations 
about especially given the statistics 
around the fact that our young people are 
often exposed (not always intentionally) 

https://www.women.nsw.gov.au/makenodoubt-   good clear descriptions around sexual consent
https://www.women.nsw.gov.au/makenodoubt-   good clear descriptions around sexual consent
http://www.consentiseverything.com/ - a tea analogy of consent suitable for parents with younger stu
http://www.consentiseverything.com/ - a tea analogy of consent suitable for parents with younger stu
https://itstimewetalked.com/parents/ Pornography and young peoples exposure. 
https://itstimewetalked.com/parents/ Pornography and young peoples exposure. 
https://youtu.be/q64hTNEj6KQ Porn sex v real sex: The differences Explained with food 
https://youtu.be/q64hTNEj6KQ Porn sex v real sex: The differences Explained with food 
https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-talking-about-sex  
https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-talking-about-sex  
http://doingdrugs-darta.blogspot.com/ Paul Dillon’s Blog


https://www.ted.com/talks/adam_grant_the_surprising_habits_of_original_thinkers?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/adam_grant_the_surprising_habits_of_original_thinkers?language=en
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FEATURE

What have been your initial perceptions of Oxley? 
Exceptionally friendly and respectful community. Great leadership 
from the senior students. There’s always something happening 
�I�R�U���H�L�W�K�H�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����V�W�D�ä�����R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\����

�:�K�H�Q���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���G�L�G���\�R�X���¿�U�V�W���E�H�F�R�P�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�" 
I had a very physical childhood growing up in the country and 
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What have been your Initial 
Perceptions of Oxley?

I think this place is fabulous. It’s 
wonderful, the students are friendly, the 
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OLD OXLEYANOLD OXLEYAN
 

�1�R�Z�� �W�K�D�W�� �\�R�X�¶�U�H�� �R�ä�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�J�� �Z�L�G�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �Z�K�D�W��
�K�D�Y�H���\�R�X���P�D�G�H���R�I���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���V�L�Q�F�H���¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���V�F�K�R�R�O��
at Oxley?

I am the Founder and Director of bespoke social media 
agency, Oakwood Digital, which empowers regional 
small business owners to grow their dream businesses 
through the power of digital media. Prior to starting my 
own business, I was a high-level strategic communicator, 
in roles including Media Advisor to the Foreign Minister 
and Minister for Women, and Head of Communications 
for the British High Commission in Australia.

What is your biggest achievement since high 
school?

I have had some amazing roles and opportunities in my 
career, including leading on a visit from (now British Prime 
Minister) Boris Johnson, running the communications 
for the UK team for the Invictus Games and being part 
of the winning team for the bid of $35billion worth of 
British-designed warships. But the biggest achievement 
would have to be building a successful business from 
scratch that supports regional businesses and their 
communities. Being able to use my experience and skills 
to have a positive impact throughout regional Australia 
is something I’m really proud of.

Were these things that during high school you 
expected you would end up doing? 

I never had such a clear direction at school. I was that 
student who tried everything, couldn’t choose a clear 
path, and ended up having a wonderful time broadening 
�P�\�� �P�L�Q�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�V�� �P�D�Q�\�� �G�L�ä�H�U�H�Q�W�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �D�V�� �,�� �F�R�X�O�G���� �,��
�V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�G�� �W�R�� �F�K�R�R�V�H�� �P�\�� �¿�Q�D�O�� �\�H�D�U�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �,��
couldn’t decide what was the one thing I was going 
to be. And as it turns out – you don’t have to be one 
�W�K�L�Q�J�����<�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���V�W�X�G�\���R�Q�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�Q�H��
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���M�R�E�����<�R�X���F�D�Q���O�H�D�U�Q���D�Q�G���H�Q�M�R�\���G�L�ä�H�U�H�Q�W���L�G�H�D�V���D�Q�G��
concepts, and be the better for it.

How did Oxley prepare you for your future?

I think the encouragement to try all the things is actually 
really special. There was no pigeon-holing – you could 
be good at the academic side and perform in school 
�S�O�D�\�V�����<�R�X���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���J�U�D�G�H���V�S�R�U�W�V���W�H�D�P�V���D�Q�G��
�S�O�D�\���L�Q���W�Z�R���G�L�ä�H�U�H�Q�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�D�Q�G�V���W�R�R��

It felt like there were no limitations to what you could try 
and moreover, it was encouraged. I think that mentality 
really helps kids decide what kind of person they can 
be, outside of the standard academic excellence. 

Is there anybody from the Oxley community who 
inspired you throughout high school? 

I was fortunate to have some really wonderful teachers 
and sporting coaches who encouraged us all to be the 
very best versions of ourselves. But (former) Headmaster 
Grant Williamson was a really special human who taught 
me so much about what a good leader looks like. He 
was always there - he’d be in the audience of a school 

�S�O�D�\�� �R�Q�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�� �W�K�H�� �E�X�V�H�V�� �R�ä�� �I�R�U��
morning sport the next. He was visible, approachable, 
proactive and wasn’t afraid to shake things up if it was 
the right thing to do. He led by example, and we were 
so fortunate to experience that as a role model, even if 
we didn’t really know it at the time.

What would you say you miss most about being 
at school? 

The freedom to enjoy life without the responsibilities 
that comes with adulthood. Being young and having 
the whole world in front of you is such a wonderful 
thing (although it doesn’t feel like it at the time). We 
were all in such a hurry to get out and be the people 
we were going to be. But there is so much innocence, 
support and a surprising amount of freedom that comes 
from the structure of school. Also the forced physical 
education is actually marvellous – I wish I had Mrs A 
(the wonderful Barbara Alexander for those who weren’t 
fortunate enough to have the best hockey coach there 
was) making me run that much now!

�:�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���\�R�X���V�D�\���W�R���\�R�X�U���¿�I�W�H�H�Q���\�H�D�U���R�O�G���V�H�O�I�"

Relax, my girl – you have so much time and so many 
wonderful things ahead of you. Also, be kind to your 
mother – she really does know best!

LIZZIE GOODFELLOW Class of 2009



https://www.gordonramsayrestaurants.com/recipes/flourless-chocolate-and-raspberry-pots/
https://www.gordonramsayrestaurants.com/recipes/flourless-chocolate-and-raspberry-pots/
https://www.gordonramsayrestaurants.com/recipes/flourless-chocolate-and-raspberry-pots/
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Tina Macpherson is a former member of the Australian Women’s 
Cricket team. Born in the inner west of Sydney in 1949 and 
growing up in Robertson, she had always dreamed of playing for 
Australia at a young age. Her dream came true in 1972, when on 
her debut for Australia, she broke a world record for becoming 
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Z�R�P�D�Q���W�R���W�D�N�H���¿�Y�H���Z�L�F�N�H�W�V���R�Q���G�H�E�X�W���L�Q���D���2�Q�H���'�D�\��
International. After her successful career in the cricket industry, 
�V�K�H���L�V���Q�R�Z���D�å�O�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���%�U�D�G�P�D�Q���0�X�V�H�X�P���D�Q�G���L�V���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J��
women’s cricket. This is why it has been appropriate to name the 
recently launched Southern Highlands female cricket competition, 
�W�K�H���³�7�L�Q�D���0�D�F�3�K�H�U�V�R�Q���&�X�S� �́�

�$�I�W�H�U���D���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���I�H�P�D�O�H���F�U�L�F�N�H�W�H�U�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���³�:�K�D�F�N�\��
Wickets” fun days and being split into mixed teams, the Highlands 
District Cricket Association knew that it was time to create a 
cricket competition for just females of all ages. 

On Wednesday 2 December of 2020, the advertisement for 
the inaugural women’s T20 cricket competition in the Southern 
Highlands was found on all platforms of social media. The 
competition began as a weekly, Wednesday afternoon game with 
two teams of 10. All participants received an email with team 
lists and a team captain. The teams were Bowral, Robertson/
Burrawang, Moss Vale and Wingello. There were to be four 

rounds and a Grand Final. What was once a small friendly 
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���K�D�G���Q�R�Z���E�H�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���³�7�L�Q�D���0�D�F�S�K�H�U�V�R�Q���&�X�S� �́�
We had six Oxley College girls involved in this competition; Beth 
Zupp (Yr 10), Emily Rodger (Yr 9), Georgie Morton (Yr 10), Chilli 
Sparke (Yr 8), Annalee Watson (Yr 9) and Charlotte Kent (Yr 8). 
�$�Q�Q�D�O�H�H���D�Q�G���(�P�L�O�\���Z�H�U�H���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J�����¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W��
batting averages in the competition. Beth, Chilli and Charlotte all 
�¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���J�U�H�D�W���E�R�Z�O�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V�����D�Q�G���*�H�R�U�J�L�H���W�R�R�N���³�R�Q�H���R�I��
the best catches in the whole competition”.
The involvement was a success with the competition including 
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���������Z�R�P�H�Q�����¿�Y�H���W�L�P�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�U�L�F�N�H�W���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�����,�&�&����
�³�8�P�S�L�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U� �́����6�L�P�R�Q���7�D�X�I�H�O���D�Q�G���5�L�Q�D���+�R�U�H�����Z�K�R���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\��
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Stage 2 
Aboriginal 
Culture 
Incursion
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